	Response Charter 
	Response to: Moon of the Returning Sun
By: Dg Nanouk Okpik 

	How did you feel as you read the poem?
	While reading Okpik’s poem Moon of the Returning Sun, I felt that I am connected with the power of natural processes. The poet has successfully weaved the natural processes with the human lives. She writes that “these people go around waking the sleeping ones when the weather is good.” 

	What do you think of the poet’s ideas?
	I think that the poet’s ideas about the interaction between animal species and the natural processes provides an interesting view or perspective of the interconnection and interdependence of the animal species and natural processes. 

	What are your favorite images in the poem?
	My favorite images in the poem is the visual description of inter relatedness of the human and natural processes. She writes “the sky was dark and underneath us” (11). The reader can visually see the sky “dark” in the mind.  

	What do you think of the sound of the poem-its rhyme, its rhythm, and the words used?
	The poem does not follow the contemporary rhythm. The poet has chosen her unique rhythm. However, she achieves rhythm through rhyming words in the last stanza. For example, she writes “sealskin satchel; birch bark and pencil” 
The words “Sealskin” rhymes with “satchel” while “birch” rhymes with “bark” as shown above.

	How does the poem connect with your personal life?
	This poem reminds me of how I grew up ignorant of my ancestral heritage. While growing up, I knew that I had no need to learn anything about my ancestral heritage because of discrimination. For long, like Okpik in her poem, I tried to relate with other people who did not come from my ancestral heritage because I looked at it as the cause of being discriminated. 

	What would you say to the poem about this poem if you had a chance?
	If I had a chance to meet Okpik, I would say to that the way she knitted her poem together that connect the physical and spiritual journey was insightful

	What do you think the poem is saying?
	I think that Okpik’s poem is describing the physical and spiritual journey of a young girl (aboriginal) who spends a lot of time trying to deny her ancestral heritage. 




